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Hello, friends!
We have had a productive year and
are excited to share some
important updates with you.  In this
newsletter you will find some
highlights of what we've
accomplished so far, and what is
still to come in 2021.  You will also
find a beautiful memorial for our
dear friend Lori Mairs, written by
Nancy Holmes.

We then met again on Zoom for a
brief follow up to share about our
experiences. 

If you are interested in participating
in future activities of this kind,
please let us know. You are also
invited to join and contribute to the
private Facebook group at any time:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/o
penwindowsketches/.

If you don't use Facebook, you can
subscribe to our email list by
contacting us through our website:
www.friendsofwoodhaven.ca or at
friendsofwoodhaven@gmail.com.

Open Window Sketch Club
by Susan Neilson
Connecting with nature can start at
our own windows or doorsteps,
then take us from home to the
forest and beyond. We formed the
Open Window Sketch Club to help
people experience joy in nature
through mindful art or journal
practices. We were fortunate to
receive a box of introductory
sketchbooks from the Bateman
Foundation, which we distributed
to interested members. We offered
three Zoom coffee meetings to talk
about nature journalling and
sketching.  After each meeting,
participants were invited to head
out into nature and sketch or
journal any way they wished.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/openwindowsketches/
https://www.friendsofwoodhaven.ca/


In Memoriam: 
Lori Mairs, 1961 - 2021
by Nancy Holmes

On April 8 2021, Lori Mairs died
after a brief illness. Her passing was
a great shock to all who knew her
and to her many friends. Lori was
the resident caretaker of
Woodhaven Nature Conservancy
from July 2002 until 2017. She was
the second caretaker of the park,
stepping into the role made
memorable by Jim and Joan
Burbridge.  Lori lived up to their
high standards of nature
stewardship, humane care, and
public service.

Lori became a beloved fixture of the
neighbourhood. She always knew if
there was a bear or cougar in the
neighbourhood.  She noticed bird
behaviour, especially the Western
Screech Owls who would bathe in
the pond outside her cabin. She
took amazing photographs of
critters of all kinds. 

Lori was key to establishing UBC’s
relationship with the Regional
District through the agreement to
create the Woodhaven Eco Culture
Centre and being a collaborator
with UBC faculty and students in
the year-long Woodhaven Eco Art
Project in 2010. 
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That project ended with a short film
about the project which you can
view at:
http://blogs.ubc.ca/theecoartincuba
tor/woodhaven-an-eco-art-
experience/.

In 2013, Lori did her Master of Fine
Arts at UBC Okanagan, and
Woodhaven was the centre of her
thesis project. She not only wrote
about it but worked to collaborate
with the place as she created an
exhibition that subtly drew the eye
to all kinds of wonderful features of
the park, especially braiding red
thread and fabric throughout the
whole of Woodhaven park, through
bark, down cliff sides, drawing our
attention to the secret lifeblood of
the natural world around us. 

(continued on next page)

http://blogs.ubc.ca/theecoartincubator/woodhaven-an-eco-art-experience/
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Lori helped us see things in front of
our noses that we missed and she
created ways of helping us feel
important forces and elements that
were usually invisible to most of us.
She worked through intuition,
intense observation, art, and
joyfulness. She loved the things of
this earth and animals. Unusual
phenomena seemed to open
themselves to her. She was fun, wise,
passionate, a talented artist and
support person for people and
natural spaces in need. Her untimely
passing leaves a sad hole in our
community. 

"It’s not just a few yellow leaves scattered about randomly, it’s a golden curtain that
creates its own light system in here. October, sweet succulence, there’s no way to

not see it." 
 

~ Lori Mairs, The Land of 7:30, October 26, 2013 (personal blog)

Milkweed Fundraiser
by Nancy Holmes
Thanks to all who contributed to
our milkweed fundraiser. We raised
$305 from this project thanks to the
generous gardeners and donors
who got involved.

My experience of growing the
milkweed is that the first year
shows pretty small, tender plants.
They might have a flower or two on
them later in the summer. The
second year, they become the
showy beauties that we expect.

If you’d like to try a fall planting we’d
be happy to provide you with some.
A packet of 15 – 20 seeds is $5.
Contact Nancy at
nancyholmes.nh@gmail.com and we
can arrange a drop off!

Here are some progress shots of
growing milkweed:
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Upcoming Events:

Halloween Bat Walk
October 31, 2021, 2-4pm

Get your costumes on early and
come down to Woodhaven for a
self guided walk through the
spooky forest to learn about
bats. Chat with a Regional Parks
interpreter about bats, and leave
with a bat-themed goodie bag
including information, a craft,
and of course a treat!

PLEASE RSVP by email at
friendsofwoodhaven@gmail.com
so we know how many goodie
bags to make.

Barbed Wire Removal 
November 6, 2021, 10:00am -
12:00pm

We are looking for about 10
volunteers to help us remove
some very old barbed wire and
other debris from within habitat
restoration areas of the park.  

RDCO will be on site to help with
tools and hauling.  Please note
some of this work will involve
traversing slopes and through
prickly bushes (not to mention
the prickly wire!)

Please email us if you would like
to help:
friendsofwoodhaven@gmail.com

President's Note
by Leah Schurian

Let me begin with some recent
exciting news: our application for
charitable status with Canada
Revenue Agency has been
approved! This means that we will
now be able to issue tax receipts for
donations we receive, and we will
be eligible for a wider variety of
grant funding. 

In addition to our sketch club,
which Susan reported on above, we
hosted a few other successful
events and projects this year. In
June we enjoyed another Forest
Yoga class led by Laura Martini.

Yoga was followed by a guided walk
with a Regional Parks interpreter,
who also happens to be an
experienced birder. It was very
interesting and informative.

(continued on next page)



In follow up to our research, we
hosted "The Bats of Woodhaven:
Nighttime Listening" on July 24. This
event was planned and facilitated by
Andrea Routley, who was previously
a writer in residence at the Eco
Culture Centre in Woodhaven. We
are continuing the bat theme with
an educational event this Halloween
(see details on previous page).
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Also in June, we initiated a survey of
the bats of Woodhaven.  The Central
Okanagan Land Trust graciously
loaned us a bat recorder, which was
installed in Woodhaven with help
from Hugh Westheuser and Eve
Wegscheidler (past and current COLT
board members). This device records
the echolocation sounds made by
our flying friends. Based on the
results, we can predict which species
are present in Woodhaven.

Here is a summary of the results,
provided by Hugh:

Big Brown Bat: Present (112 hits)
Hoary Bat: Present (9 hits)
Silver Haired Bat: Present (70 hits)
Little Brown Myotis: Present (49 hits)
Yuma Myotis: Present (4 hits)
California Myotis: Possible (4 hits)
Long-Legged Myotis: Possible (2 hits)

Sometimes the same bat may be
recorded multiple times, making it
seem like there are many more than
there actually are.  Hugh suspects
we may have roosts of Big Brown
Bats and Silver Haired Bats nearby.

Lastly, now that our little organization
has become a registered charity, we
feel the time has come to recruit
some additional board members.  We
would be especially grateful to
welcome someone on board who has
a financial background, to help keep
our books in order for CRA.  If this is
something that would be of interest
to you, please send us an email:
friendsofwoodhaven@gmail.com. 

That's all I have to report for now. I
hope to see some of you at our
barbed wire removal work party. This
will be a great opportunity for some
hands-on stewardship in our beloved
Woodhaven. Thanks for reading!


